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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

History WALK # 1 - PIONEER

STOCKADE

Begin at the Redwood County Justice Center
250 S Jefferson Street at the site where the
community began

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER SCOTT
LARSON

TIME: 49 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: EASY
DISTANCE: 1.63 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This is a 1.6-mile paved route, flat
enough for strollers except for an optional, steep three
minutes below the Burmeister Roller Mill sign. Along
this route, you will see 10 sites that were important to
the community prior to 1940. Water, picnic tables, and
seasonal restrooms (May 1 - October 15) are located at
Westside Park. There are benches along the way.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
*  Picnic Tables

* Benches

* Restrooms

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park in the lot adjacent to the Redwood County Justice
Center at Jefferson and 3rd Street. The original County
Courthouse, built in 1891, was replaced by this modern
Justice Center in 2022. On the south side of the building,
see interpretive signs about the 1864 Redwood Stockade
and a naval cannon. Note Redwood Falls’ original Carnegie
Library (now an office building) on the next block. The original
letter from Andrew Carnegie’s secretary in 1904 informing
the community that they would be the recipients of $10,000
with which to build a library on S. Lincoln Street is located in
the public library.

2. With the cannon on your right, walk west on 3rd Street
toward Lake Redwood.

3. Turn right (north) on S Minnesota Street for one block to
2nd Street. This was the location of the city’s early swimming
hole. A giant slide provided thrills for the swimmers. Two
excursion boats, the Simplex and the Alice, also docked
here. They took picnickers and baseball teams up the river
to a city park. A bathhouse/concession stand was originally
placed here. It was relocated to Westside Park.

4. Continue north on S Minnesota Street for just a few steps,
turn left (west), and cross the bridge. Directly below the bridge
is the dam that created Lake Redwood in 1902. Continue to
Westside (formerly Perk’s Park). Ice was harvested in the
winter in the days before refrigeration. It was stored in two
ice houses up-river from where the army tank now sits. At
Westside Park, see an interpretive marker for the old military
road. It marks the area where the government trail crossed
the Redwood River in the 1850s. The WWII Sherman tank
has an interpretive plaque and a dedication on the lakeside.
Continue walking on the road adjacent to the lake to view
the historic bathhouse. There you will also find a water (May
1 - October 15) and more shaded picnic tables.

5. Continue walking west to Lake Street, turn right, and walk
along the softball field. Try to imagine that the area held an
open-air wooden floor roller skating rink until 1954.

6. Turn right (east) on the Westside Park frontage road to
the crosswalk. Turn left, carefully crossing Bridge Street
(Highway 19).

7. Turn right (east) and walk along the shoulder of the road
to reach the south side of the bridge. As you cross the
bridge, you will see the water going over the dam, heading
for Ramsey/Cansayapi Park and eventually the Minnesota
River.

8. Continue walking along Bridge Street. The view to your
right reveals stone work done by the WPA (Works Progress

Administration) during the depression, when cars drove
much slower than they do today. It is the junction of highways
19 and 71 and was part of a scenic parkway. Continue on
Bridge Street to the Ramsey Park Trailhead sign. Walk left
through the parking lot and alongside the benches to the
trail head, then left down a steep cement trail to reach the
interpretive sign at the site of the former Burmeister Roller
Mill, which was powered by the Redwood River. When the
large mills in Minneapolis made local milling unprofitable,
the water powered an electric plant. The city is still using
hydroelectric power from the site.

9. Continue on the path down a very steep grade for around
100 steps to reach the bridge. From the bridge, you will
see the Redwood Falls (for which the city is named). Look
carefully downstream for the 1857 sawmill flume on the right.

10. Retrace your steps back to the trailhead sign and cross
Bridge Street at the crosswalk (S Washington Street). Walk
one block to 2nd Street.

11. Turn left on 2nd Street, walk to Jefferson Street.

12. Turn right (south) on Jefferson St. back to the Justice
Center.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org
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History WALK # 1 - PIONEER
STOCKADE

Begin at the Redwood County Justice Center
250 S Jefferson Street at the site where the

community began
ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
SCOTT LARSON
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

History WaALK #2 - WPA STRUCTURES IN
RAmsey PARk/CANSAYAPI AND THE 1908
Poor FARM/CounTY Museum

Begin on the park valley floor, entering the park
from Grove or Oak Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER SCOTT
LARSON

TIME: 1 HOUR 21 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: CHALLENGING

DISTANCE: 2.03 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This route begins at the Ramsey Park
Campground and takes you past three granite structures built
in the 1930s by the Works Progress Administration (WPA).

It follows paved park trails and the park road including some
steep grades before reaching the Redwood County Historical
Society Campus (see www.RedwoodCountyHistoricalSociety.
com for open days/hours Memorial Day - Labor Day). A
campus road takes you to the 1908 county poor farm (now

the historical museum) and also past the last active country
school in Redwood County and the original 1865-1895 lock-up
(historic jail). On your return route, you will pass Ramsey Falls
and the confluence of Ramsey Creek and the Redwood River.
This 2-mile route is not suitable for small children or strollers.
Time required to walk is 1.75 hours with no stops, but allow
more time to view the sites and read the interpretive signs.
There is water at the halfway point, but seasonal restrooms
(May 1 - October 15) only at the beginning and 3/4 point of the
route unless the museum is open.

A brief history of Ramsey/Cansayapi Park: originally a Minnesota
State Park, it was promoted for tourism as “Little Yellowstone.” It
was the least used and least developed state park. In 1957, the
state sold Alexander Ramsey Park to the City of Redwood Falls
for $1.00. It went from being the smallest state park to the largest
city park in Minnesota. The City of Redwood Falls, along with a
group of volunteers called “Friends of the Park,” is dedicated to its
continued care and development. The Dakota People have lived
in the area for many generations. They referred to the entire area
as Cansayape, where they paint the trees red. They referred to the
park as a place of shelter. The Lower Shelter reflects the name
Wo’keya Okudya: Shelter Below.

A brief history of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) from
Wikipedia: From 1935-1943, the WPA was a New Deal agency
that employed millions of unemployed men to carry out public
works projects. Most were jobs in construction, building more than
620,000 miles of streets and more than 10,000 bridges in addition
to houses and airports. At its peak in 1938, it supplied paid jobs
for 3 million unemployed men and women. In addition to the park
structures, WPA projects in Redwood Falls include the water park
bath house, originally the seating for the high school football field,
and the “Y” intersection of Highways 19 and 71. These structures
were all made of quarried granite from North Redwood.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Begin at the granite WPA restrooms adjacent to the lower
Ramsey Park Campground.

2. Follow the concrete path to the lower shelter parking lot. Turn
right at the Lower Shelter/Wo’keya Okudya sign. Both buildings
and the edging of the parking lot were hand-built by the WPA.

3. Walk through the shelter to the river to the Minnesota Geological
Survey interpretive plaque.

4. Either retrace your steps or walk along the river to the “swayback”
bridge. Note the WPA plaque on the right (north) side of the bridge.
There were only two bridges built in this “sagging” fashion by the
WPA. This is the only one that can still be driven across. It was
designed in this fashion so that spring flood waters and ice can flow
over the top of the bridge, rather than pushing against it. Since its
completion in 1940, although the top surface is sometimes abraded
and damaged by ice and rushing water, the bridge has remained
steadfast

5. Continue across the bridge. Remain on the park road shoulder
past the picnic grounds to the concrete trailhead (trail #2) on your
right. Follow the trail up to the Leslie Pratt park bench. Continue
straight (downhill) on trail #2. The trail curves down a steep grade
to a footbridge over Ramsey Creek.

6. Climb the stairs, at the top, bear left up a steep grade, still on
trail #2.

7. Where trails intersect, go right (trail #3) up a steep incline. (You will
begin to see residential homes to your left). Walk past the Joseph
Tyson bench. Joseph Tyson was the first park superintendent.

8. Past the Tyson bench, turn left up grade for about 30 steps, then
turn right on trail #6.

9. The trail curves right as you walk closer to residential homes
on your left. Pass the Nicholas Verdos bench on your right. After
dipping into and out of a small ravine, continue to the museum
campus.

10. Facing the entrance of the museum, a Spanish-style
structure, a water faucet is on the left, behind the porch,
near the rain downspout. There are no restrooms at this site
when the museum is closed.

11. Follow the tarred loop drive past the museum to view the
1881 country school (the outhouse is not usable) and the
1865-1895 lock-up.

12. Continue walking the loop until you return to the
trailhead. Resume your route until you reach the trail intersection
where you can see the Joseph Tyson bench to your right.

13.  Turn right, passing the bench (on your left), and walk down
a steep slope. You will begin to hear Ramsey Falls to your left
before you see it.

14. As you face the falls, the trail is on your right. Follow the
trail across the suspension bridge. After the bridge, you will
come to a fork in the trail. Walking straight ahead takes you to
seasonal restrooms, but turn left down the steep grade to begin
your return to the Lower Shelter/Campground. The trail meets
the park road at the Emma Pratt bench. Turn left, walking along
the side of the road.

15. Before the road bridge, cross the road to the parking lot
and continue to the river.

16. Turn left to cross a bridge where Ramsey Creek flows
into the Redwood River. Near this bridge was the site of a cabin
built by Colonel Sam McPhail. A brief history of civil war veteran
Sam McPhail: a land speculator in 1864, he claimed the land on
which Redwood Falls was developed. He built a fortified
house and surrounded it with a sod and vertical log stockade 8 ft
tall. In 1872, he donated the land for the county courthouse.

17.  Continue on the trail following the Redwood River to the
sway-back bridge. Cross the bridge to the lower shelter,
campground, and zoo.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
e Historic Sites

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org
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AREA ROUTES

History WaLK #2 - WPA STRUCTURES IN
Ramsey Park/CANSAYAPI AND THE 1908
Poor FARM/CouNnTY Museum

Begin on the park valley floor, entering the

park from Grove or Oak Street

CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER SCOTT

LARSON
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Repwoob CounTy Historic Museum

AND RAmsey CREek WALK
Begin at the museum, 913 West Bridge Street
(Highway 19)

ROUTE CREATED BY:

TRAILBLAZERS JOHN AND MOLLY SALMON
TIME: 46 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: CHALLENGING

DISTANCE: 1.54 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This trail route begins west of
downtown at the County Museum. After a loop around
the Museum Campus, walk through Ramsey Park by
crossing the small bridges to view the beautiful Ramsey
Falls.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

* Bench
+ Bridges
*  Waterfall

DIRECTIONS:

Plan ahead: You may even want to take a moment to check
out the museum webpage (redwoodcountyhistoricalsociety.
com) to find out the times that the museum is open, so you
could take that tour as well.

If you don’t have the time to tour the museum, at least take
a walk around the parking lot looking at the old museum
building itself, the poor farm residence, the one-room
schoolhouse, and the historic jail before you begin the trail
walk.

BEGINNING YOUR WALK:

1. Park your car at the Redwood County Historic Museum
parking lot. The trailhead is to the east.

2. There is a park map at the very beginning of the trailhead
for many other paths through the park. Ours will lead a
specific path that we greatly enjoy.

3. Continue down the well-kept paved trail. The path will lead
you into the woods and along the backside of some local
area businesses. You will also have the views overlooking
the Ramsey Creek Valley.

4. When you come to the first paved intersection, you will
turn left.

5. After a short walk (around 40 feet), you'll come to another
intersection, and you will turn left again. This will lead you
further into the woods down a somewhat steep hill. Continue
on the path through the woods over a wooden bridge
crossing Ramsey Creek. You can take a stop here to enjoy
the beautiful flowing waters of the creek and then continue
on down the path.

6. At approximately 0.7 miles into the hike, you’ll come to
another trail sign and intersection. You will go left up the
steep hill. This hill could be a bit of a challenge for some.
Continue straight on the paved trail as you get to the top of
the hill. It will curve through a beautifully peaceful, wooded
area.

7. At the next intersection, approximately 1.15 miles into the
trail, you will turn right and continue down the path towards
another quaint bridge over Ramsey Creek.

8. After you travel across the bridge and up the cement
steps, you'll come to another intersection. You will turn left
and go up the hill.

9. After a short walk, you'll come to another intersection. If
you turn left, you can take a look at the beautiful Ramsey
Falls. We are going to be turning right to loop back to the

trailhead.

10. After turning right, you’ll continue down the paved path
up a moderately steep hill.

11. After you pass the Joseph Tyson Memorial bench on
your right, you will come to another intersection. You will be
turning left. Then after a short walk (around 40 feet), you
come to another intersection and you will turn right. As you
travel down this trail, it will lead you right back to where you
started.

We hope you enjoyed this beautiful yet somewhat challenging
walk of Ramsey Creek.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org
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Museum AND RAMSEY CREEK WALK
Begin at the museum, 913 West Bridge Street
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Museum TRAIL #1
Begin at 132 Baker Drive (watch for red hydrant in
middle of sidewalk)

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA
TIME: 22 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 0.8 MILES

DESCRIPTION:
1. Start at the trail access on Baker Drive.

2. Uses the access road at the beginning and end of the
route. Stay on the cement trail or road.

3. Flat - one small hill and easy.
4. Great views of sunset.

5. Bench

6. Redwood County Museum
POINTS OF INTEREST:

* Redwood County Museum

e Schoolhouse
»  Historic jail

DIRECTIONS:

1. Start at the trail access on 132 Baker Drive.

2. Walk a short distance until you reach the fork in the road.

Take a left at the fork to continue on top of the hill.
3. Continue on this trail to the Redwood County Museum.
4. Walk on the road going around the museum building.

5. Return to Baker Drive using the same route.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org
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Shamber

& Tourism



|
H J
REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Museum TrAIL #1

Begin at 132 Baker Drive (watch for red
hydrant in middle of sidewalk)

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
GAIL RIPKA
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Repwoob FALLs PARks &

PLAavGrounps WALK
Begin at Knollwood Park, intersection of DeKalb
Street and Highway 67

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER ROBIN
STEGNER

TIME: 1 HOUR 38 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 3.27 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This flat walk is along sidewalks
and residential streets. It leads past 5 playgrounds
and parks with a variety of other amenities, including
a dog park (at Knollwood Park), a disc golf course (at
Johnson Park), and a literacy playground at Redwood
Falls Public Library - open during library hours for
patrons. You will also find picnic tables, benches, and
shade structures at some parks. Seasonal restrooms
(open May 1 - October 15) are located at Legion
Park. Public restrooms and water are available at the
library (check www.redwoodfallslibrary.org for hours
for library patrons) and at the Aquatic Center (www.
redwoodareacommunitycenter.com).

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park in Knollwood Parking lot. With your back to the park
shelter, walk right (east) on Sunrise Boulevard to DeKalb
Street.

2. Turn Left (north) on DeKalb St. to Bridge Street/Highway
19/71.

3. The WALK button is located at the Dairy Queen.

4. Continue on DeKalb St. past the Redwood County
Fairgrounds (on your right) to Johnson Park.

5. Take the first trail (left) near the ball field.

6. Walk west through the park, exiting on Walnut Street.
7. Walk east on Walnut St. to Legion Park.

8. Continue east on Walnut St. to Lincoln Street.

9. Turn left (south) on Lincoln St. to Bridge Street. Be sure
to press the pedestrian crossing signal (It is NOT a stoplight)
before crossing Bridge Street.

10. Continue on Lincoln Street (south) to 5th Street to
the Redwood Falls Public Library. The playground is for
library cardholders only.

11.  Turn left (east) on 5th Street to Gould Street,
where you will see the Aquatic Center, Veterans’
Memorial, and skateboard park on your left.

12.  Turn right on Gould Street past the small playground.

13.  Turn left on Fallwood Road, right on McPhail Drive to
the Redwood Valley Elementary School.

14. Walk behind the school to Sunrise Blvd, heading
south.

15. Cross the footbridge, continue on Sunrise Blvd., to
return to Knollwood Park.
POINTS OF INTEREST:

*  Dog Park

*  Fishing Pier
» Kayak Rental
*  Playground

*  Picnic

* Shade

¢ Restrooms

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org
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Repwoobp FALLs PARks &
PLAYGrRouNDSs WALK

Begin at Knollwood Park, intersection of
DeKalb Street and Highway 67

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
ROBIN STEGNER
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

A WAaALK ON THE SOUTH SIDE
Starting at the Redwood County Government
Center 403 S Mill Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER ROBIN
STEGNER

TIME: 1 HOUR

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 2.14 MILES

DESCRIPTION: The neighborhood on the south side
of Broadway (Highway 67) features interesting homes
and gardens and a bike/walking path along a wooded
waterway. This route is very flat, two miles suitable for
strollers, and can be easily walked in an hour.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
* Gardens
+ Bike/walking path

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park at the Redwood County Government Center at 403
South Mill Street.

2. Walk behind the Government Center. Turn right (south)
on South Washington St. Cross Broadway (Highway 67) and
continue south to Flynn Street.

3. Turn left (east) on Flynn St. and walk to S Drew Street.
Turn right (south) on S Drew St.

4. Turn left on Tin Street for just 1/2 block to the bicycle trail
just past the storage garages.

5. Turn right (south) to follow the paved trail to the end,
where it stops at Normandale Road.

6. Turn right on Normandale Rd. for one block, then right on
South Halvorson Street.

7. Follow Halvorson St. (walking north) to Broadway. On your
right is the oldest house in the city. Continue on Halvorson
St. across Broadway St.

8. Turn left (west) on Wyoming Street.
9. Turn right (north) on S Washington Street.

10. Turn left (west) on 5th Street to return to the Government
Center.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

A WALK ON THE SouUTH SIDE

Starting at the Redwood County Government

Center 403 S Mill Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER

ROBIN STEGNER
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

SANITY WALK OR GET YOUR STEPS IN
Begin at the Justice Center Parking Lot 250
South Jefferson Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER DARLA
SAMS

TIME: 57 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 1.43 MILES (3,582 STEPS)

DESCRIPTION: This route is an easy stroll on
sidewalks. It is suitable for strollers. Restrooms are
available in the Justice Center and the Public Library.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

* Shelter

* RestArea

* Agquatic Center
* Library

DIRECTIONS:
1. Park at the Justice Center.

2. Walk north toward 2nd Street turn right (east) on 2nd St.
Walk to Gould Street.

3. Turn right (south) and walk along the Aquatic Park and
Veterans Memorial.

4. At the south end of the Memorial Athletic Complex turn
right (west) on Chesnut Street.

5. Turn right on Lincoln Street.

6. Turn left on 3rd Street to the starting point.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé-‘
Ehamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

SAaNITY WALK oR GET YOUR STEPS IN
Begin at the Justice Center Parking Lot 250
South Jefferson Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
DARLA SAMS

TRAIL POINTS OF INTEREST
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

HoLy RoLLER LooP

Begin at 119 W Broadway Street, but it is a
loop that can be started at any of the featured
churches

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
VICKI PHILLIPS

TIME: 1 HOUR 25 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 2.38 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This walk was designed for an early
morning contemplative walk going past each church
celebrating differences and yet union in a kindred spirit.
Praying for peace, wisdom, and compassion for each
other in our small town and in our nation. Of course, the
path can be walked at anytime for any reason, as it is a
nice saunter around our beautiful little town.This is a flat
course that meanders through the main part of Redwood
Falls - it was designed as a loop course starting and

POINTS OF INTEREST:

e St John’s Church

« St Catherine’s Church

*  First United Methodist Church
e Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

* Redwood Alliance Church

»  Cornerstone Christian Church
»  First Presbyterian Church

» Coffee Shop

»  Fire Station

ending at St John’s Lutheran Church with a coffee stop
along the way! :)

DIRECTIONS:

1. St John’s Lutheran Church is located on the corner of
Broadway and Minnesota Street. (It is one block west of
Highway 71/Mill Street, three blocks south on Mill Street
from the Casey’s Gas Station).

2. There is ample parking on West Broadway Street and in a
parking area across the street from the church.

3. Proceed East on W Broadway St. (toward Mill Street).

4. Cross Mill Street (State Highway 71) and continue east
on Broadway Street (MN Highway 67) until you reach Drew
Street.

5. Take a left on Drew Street and then an immediate right
onto E. Meadow Lane to Gould Street.

6. Take a right (south), cross Broadway St. to walk on Gould
Street (see the Redwood Falls Fire Station).

7. Take a left on E Flynn Street and walk past Saint
Catherine’s Catholic Church.

8. Take a left on Veda Drive and use the crosswalk (pun?)
to go back across Broadway Street and walk past the First
United Methodist Church.

9. Keep going along Veda Drive past the Redwood Falls
Baseball Field, the Redwood Falls Aquatic Center, and the
Pryor Pavillion all located in Memorial Park.

10. Veda Drive merges with E 2nd Street. Follow 2nd St.
past the tennis courts until you meet Swain Street.

11. Go right on Swain St. (use the traffic light to get across
Bridge Street/Highway 19/71). Go up Swain St. to Plum
Street. There is a Casey’s on this corner if you need a
bathroom or refreshments.

12. Go left on Plum St. until you come to the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church’s Parking Lot. Go through the lot over to N
Lincoln Street.

13. Go left on N Lincoln St. and back across Bridge Street/
Highway 19/71 (careful to use the crosswalk!). Continue on
Lincoln Street until you come to 2nd Street. (If you need
lunch, Subway is just to your right at the corner of Lincoln
and Bridge Street/Highway 19/71).

14. Take a right on E 2nd St. until you see the “Golden Rule
Coffee Shop.” Take a break and enjoy a beverage and a treat
(open 6:00 AM - 2:00 PM). The Redwood Alliance Church is

across the street in the old Redwood Falls Armory.

15. As you come out of the coffee shop, backtrack on E.2nd
St. to Jefferson Street. Turn right and follow the square past
the law enforcement center on your left and Cornerstone
Church on your right. You will still be on S Jefferson Street
as you go around the law enforcement center. (Pray for them
too!)

16. Take a right on E 4th Street and walk past the beautiful
green and white First Presbyterian Church. Continue on 4th
Street until you reach Mill Street/Highway 71.

17. Take a left on Mill Street/Highway 71.

18. In two blocks down on the corner of Chestnut and Mill
Street, you will pass the Church of the Nazarene.

19. Continue south on Mill Street until you come to W.
Broadway Street (use the crosswalk!) and go one block to
St John’s Church.

This is a circular route and can be entered at any of the
locations listed. There is ample parking around the churches.
Food and bathrooms are available at the two Casey’s
locations you pass by, at The Golden Rule Coffee Shop, and
the Subway restaurant.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

HoLy RoLLER LooPr

Begin at 119 W Broadway Street, but it is a
loop that can be started at any of the featured

churches

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER

VICKIPHILLIPS
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Turkey TroT - 5k - FAmILY FRIENDLY
Begin at Legion Park, Swain and Walnut Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
VICKI PHILLIPS

TIME: 1 HOUR 6 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 3.3 MILES

DESCRIPTION:

This route is known in Redwood Falls as the “Turkey
Trot Course.” Every Thanksgiving morning, the local
“Functional Fitness” gym hosts a 5k walk/run for people
to get some activity in before feasting. It is a very popular
fithess course throughout all seasons. This course is a
mixture of residential and open space. It is a flat course
where most of the course is located on a marked bike/
walk/run path. It is family friendly, bike, stroller, and pet
friendly. This route provides many alternative options to
either add to the 3.1 miles (5k loop) or to make some fun
shorter routes.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
»  Drinking Fountain

« Sand Volleyball Courts
»  Picnic Shelter

*  Playground

* Restrooms (May 1 - October 15)

DIRECTIONS:

1. The start/finish of this course is Legion Park, which is
found at the corner of Walnut and Swain Street. Swain St.
is the side street by the Casey’s Gas station located on the
corner by the stoplight at Swain Street and Bridge Street/
Highway 19/71 (go four blocks north on Swain Street to find
Walnut Street).

2. Parking is easy to find on the perimeter of Legion Park.
Go to the northeast corner of the park (by the basketball
courts).

3. The course starts by going north on Swain St. (At the
Walnut/Swain St. intersection, go across and left to the right
side of Swain St.so you are walking north on Swain St. in the
marked bike path). Note the beautiful gardens on the corner
of Walnut Street.

4. Stay on Swain St. all throughout the residential area (past
Northwood Drive, the bike path is not marked, so stay to the
right side of the road).

5. You will go past the Redwood Falls Cemetery. The
cemetery provides a beautiful, quiet place for a walk in
solitude. (Please be respectful and keep your distance if
there is a funeral in process).

6. Continue north on Swain St. until the road turns right
(east) and is now called Active Aid Road. Follow this road
until you get to Redwood County Highway 101.

7. When you get to Highway 101 and Active Aid Road, take a
right onto the nice, hard-surfaced path along the right side of
Highway 101 - you are now going south. This portion of the
course is mildly hilly, but it is smooth and is away from traffic.

8. The path comes to an end at Northwood Drive. Go right
(west) on Northwood Dr. until you come to Swain St. again.
Northwood meanders a bit, just stay on Northwood Dr. and
it will lead you back to Swain St. Take a left on Swain St.
(going south now - walk in the marked bike path on the
left side of the street), and you will return to Legion Park at
Walnut Street.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism
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TURKEY TRoOT - BK - FAMILY

FRIENDLY

Begin at Legion Park, Swain and Walnut
Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
VICKI PHILLIPS
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

THE PRAIRIE WALK
Begin at 702 Northwood Drive

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZERS JOHN AND
MOLLY SALMON

TIME: 1 HOUR 4 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: CHALLENGING HILL

DISTANCE: 2.9 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This is a relatively easy 2.9-mile
looped walk on mostly paved trails and roads. Total
elevation of 150 ft.

The paved trail includes a dip into a lovely wooded glen.
Water and restrooms are available at the two restaurants
located beyond the trail at its lowest point.

| should also note that this path is an animal-friendly path!

POINTS OF INTEREST:

«  Views
e Shelter/Rest Area

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park in the Northwood Church parking lot, 702 Northwood
drive.

2. The trailhead is to the east of the parking lot. Right off of
Northwood Drive and County 101.

3. Begin your walk by traveling down the paved path past
the Northwood church and towards the local animal shelter.
If you are an animal lover, you might want to take a minute
or two to stop in at the shelter and look at or pet the adorable
animals, and maybe even end up adopting one after you're
done with this beautiful walk.

4. As you continue down this well-maintained paved path,
enjoy the views of the native prairie, grasses, and flowers.

5. Thetrail willlead you to aroad crossing. You will cross Active
Aid Road and continue straight on the paved trail. Continue
down the path, enjoying the beautiful views of the Minnesota
River Valley as you head towards North Redwood. On your
right, the miniature depot commemorates the location of the
North Redwood Depot. It was while working at this depot
that Richard Sears got the idea for his mail-order company.
A monument is near the depot replica.

6. The trail will lead down through a wooded area and then to
a road intersection. You will turn left onto Main Street South.
You will continue up the hill and continue to Old North Road,
a slight veer to the left. The hill is long and somewhat steep
and may be challenging for some.

7. You will reach a grassy trail at the end of the road with
boulders and signs, pass through the boulders and signs,
and head up the grassy trail.

8. The grassy trail will lead you to Swain Street. You will take
a right onto Swain St.

9. Continue down Swain St. past more beautiful native prairie
grass fields before entering a residential neighborhood.

10. You will continue straight on North Swain St. past the
cemetery.

11. Continue straight past Crestview Drive and Cedar Point
on N Swain St.

12. When you reach Northwood Drive, turn left onto
Northwood Drive. There will be a designated walking path
on the right-hand side of the road. Continue on Northwood
Drive all the way back to the Northwood Church and your
car.

| hope you enjoyed this awesome prairie walk!

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism



|
g J
REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

THE PRrAIRIE WALK

Begin at 702 Northwood Drive

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZERS
JOHN AND MOLLY SALMON
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

PusLic ScHooLs
Begin at Redwood Area Community Center 901 E
Cook Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER ROBIN
STEGNER

TIME: 38 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 1.88 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This 1.88-mile route departs the
Redwood Area Community Center (RACC), leads to
the Redwood Valley Elementary School (RVES), then
follow a bike route to the Redwood Valley Middle School/
High School (RVMS/HS) arboretum before returning to
the RACC. It can easily be walked in less than an hour.
There are restrooms, water, and a vending machine in
the RACC.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

+ Redwood Area Community Center (RACC)

* Redwood Valley Elementary School (RVES)

* Redwood Valley Middle/High School (RVMS/HS)

DIRECTIONS:

1. From either of the RACC parking lots, walk to the left,
to the sidewalk leading to the front entrance of the MS/HS.
Continue on the sidewalk, along Cook Street.

2. Cross DeKalb Street and continue straight on Cook Street
until you arrive at the corner of the Elementary School
playground.

3. Turn left on Sunrise Boulevard to walk along the school
property. Sunrise ends at Meadow Lane.

4. Turn left on Meadow Lane and follow the bike route sign
to DeKalb St. Cross DeKalb St. to continue walking on the
bike route.

5. You will see a number of paths on your left that lead into
the RVMS/HS arboretum. Take any that interest you and
wander the arboretum paths. You will find benches and
shady spots and shortcuts that return to the school.

OR:

6. Continue on the bike route. Toward the end it curves to
the left. It ends with a stop sign located between the football/
track complex on your right and the back of the school on
your left.

7. Turn left and follow the sidewalk toward the school. Turn
right to walk through the playground (if children are playing,
turn to the right sooner, cutting across the grass) curving right
to keep the tennis courts on your left. Follow the sidewalk
past the ball diamonds on your right.

8. The sidewalk becomes a road along the back of the
RACC. Beyond the RACC it curves left to join the RACC
north parking lot.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

LAceE Up YOUR SNEAKERS #1
Begin at Redwood Area Community Center 901 E
Cook Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZERS
LINDA ZICK AND ROSY BRAU

TIME: 1 HOUR 47 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 5.33 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This flat route is designed for getting
in some miles. It takes you past many of the community’s
amenities including the Fire Station, the Aquatic Center
and the Veterans’ Memorial, the Memorial Athletic
Complex, and both the elementary and middle/high
schools. It is not recommended for children due to
several highway crossings.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

« Fire Station

*  Public Library

* Agquatic Center and Veterans’ Memorial

*  Memorial Athletic Complex

* Redwood Area Community Center (RACC)

* Redwood Valley Elementary School (RVES)

* Redwood Valley Middle/High School (RVMS/HS)

DIRECTIONS:

1. Begin at the large parking lot located at north side of
the Redwood Area Community Center (RACC). Turn left
on Cook Street (a sidewalk runs from the west side of the
RACC to the entrance of the Redwood Valley Middle/High
School parallel to Cook Street).

2. Cross DeKalb Street and continue on Cook Street.

3. Turn left on McPhail Drive, passing the west entrance to
the Redwood Valley Elementary School.

4. Turn right for one block on Broadway St. (Highway 67).
Cross Broadway St. at Veda Drive to Flynn Street.

5. Turn right on Flynn, then left on Gould, passing the front
of the Fire Station.

6. Turn right on Normandale Road. Walk to intersection of
Normandale Rd. and Mill Street (Highway 71). Turn around
and retrace your route to a bicycle/walking path between
Lincoln Street and Halvorson Street.

7. Follow the path (north) to Tin Street.

8. Turn left on Tin Street to Mill Street (Highway 71). Turn
left on Mill St. for a short distance, then carefully cross the
highway to continue west on 11th Street.

9. Turn left at Ramsey Street (walk the gravel portion of
Ramsey Street to the first intersection, then retrace your
steps, following Ramsey Street to Chestnut Street).

10. Turn right (east) on Chestnut St. Make a half-block jog
to the left on Minnesota Street, then turn right to continue on
Chestnut St. Walk past the Public Library.

11. Turn left (north) on Drew Street.

12. Turn right on 3rd Street to the Aquatic Center/Veterans
Memorial.

13. Turn right on Gould St., turn left on Chestnut St., then
left on Veda Drive. You have walked around the Memorial
Athletic Complex.

14. Turn right on 2nd Street to DeKalb St. Cross DeKalb St.
to Fallwood Road.

15. Turn right on Eastwood Drive, which becomes Union
Drive.

16. Cross Cook St. to get back on the sidewalk. Turn left
to retrace your route along the front of the Redwood Valley
Middle/High School to the RACC.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism
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LAace Up YOUR SNEAKERS #1

Begin at Redwood Area Community Center
901 E Cook Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZERS
LINDA ZICK AND ROSY BRAU
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

LAceE Up YOUR SNEAKERS #2
Cemetery Route - begin at Aquatic Center 501 S
Gould Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZERS
LINDA ZICK AND ROSY BRAU

TIME: 1 HOUR

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 2.67 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This is a mostly flat, out-and-back,
three-mile walk for hikers wanting to get their miles in.
The route takes you to Redwood Falls Cemetery, which
has an interesting history. The city had no cemetery
in early days. Citizens buried their loved ones on their
properties. In 1910 a group of women decided that time
had come to purchase and designate property for the
burial of the dead. The women formed the Redwood
Falls Cemetery Association and sold memberships in
order to raise the needed funds. The cemetery is still
owned by the association, which is run by a volunteer
board of directors.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

* Redwood Falls Aquatic Center

*  Memorial Athletic Complex

» Skateboard Park

* Redwood Falls Cemetery

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park in the Redwood Falls Aquatic Center, 501 S. Gould
Street. Get your blood pumping by walking up the hill on
Gould St., passing the Memorial Athletic Complex.

2. Turn left on Fallwood Road. Walk down the hill passing
the children’s snow-sliding hill on your left and the former
hospital (now apartments) on your right.

3. Turn left on Veda Drive to walk the length of the sports
complex, then left on 2nd Street past the skateboard park.
The skateboard park was designed by the Redwood Falls
youth who raised the money and chose the elements. The
city agreed to provide a lighted tennis court for the park.
The skaters wrote the rules and agreed to assure they were
followed.

4. Turn right on Swain Street, crossing Bridge Street at the
stoplight.

5. Turn right on Spring Street, one block to Gould Street.
6. Turn left on Gould St., then left on Walnut Street.
7. At the corner of Legion Park, turn right on Swain St.

8. Continue on Swain St. to the Cemetery.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

LAce Up YOUR SNEAKERS #2
Cemetery Route - begin at Aquatic Center 501
S Gould Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZERS
LINDA ZICK AND ROSY BRAU
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

WEsT Sipe FAmiLY FuN Loopr
Begin at Lake Redwood on Highway 19 (Bridge
Street)

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER VICKI
PHILLIPS

TIME: 16 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: EASY
DISTANCE: 0.73 MILES

DESCRIPTION: There is a beautiful park on the
west side of Redwood Falls by the wide spot in the
Redwood River. We call this wide spot in the river
“Lake Redwood.” The lake was recently dredged to
bring back better water quality, watercraft, and quality
fishing to the area. The area is called by many names:
Westwide Park, Perks Park, The Tank Park (site of an
impressive World War Il Army Tank by the flag pole
and a history marker), and the River Park. It is a lovely,
friendly place to relax (and/or let the kids play and burn
off some rocket fuel!). This beautiful site has a picnic
shelter, seasonal bathroom, and water fountain (May

1 - October 15). There are two playground areas. One
play area overlooks Lake Redwood and has a rubber
surface (so no dirt to mess up clothes/shoes) and the
other is for small children, located behind the right
field fence of the softball/basefall field. Also behind the
softball field fence, there is a pergola and picnic tables
in the shade of some nice small trees. In the summer of
2026, a kayak/canoe kiosk will be installed for rentals.
There is a boat launch area as well as a fishing pier.
There is plenty of parking available along the service

road and across Lake Street by the right field side of the
softball/baseball park.

This park is a great family-friendly site! Pets are welcome if
leashed, well-managed, and cleaned up after.

There is a narrow road that serves this area which is right
off Highway 19. You can turn on the service road by the
bathroom across from the Grove Street entrance to Ramsey
Park, or you can access the road at Lake Street and Bridge
Street/Highway 19.

See the accompanying map for a nice little walk along this
service road. It is approx. 0.7 miles of a mildly hilly loop.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park on Lake Drive or on the service road adjacent to the
ball park.

2. Walk the park loop road taking time to enjoy the
playgrounds, pier, and picnic area.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
« Fishing Pier

*  Water Fountain

* Parking Lots

*  Shelter/Rest Area

* BoatAccess

* Flag Pole

*  Restrooms

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber
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AREA ROUTES

WEsT SipE FamiLy Fun Loop
Begin at Lake Redwood on Highway 19

(Bridge Street)

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER

VICKI PHILLIPS
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

TAKE my BREATH AwWAY
Begin at 175 E Bridge Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER

JEANNE PRESCOTT

TIME: 18 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: CHALLENGING, SHORT STEEP HILLS
DISTANCE: 0.586 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This walk goes across a wooden
bridge high above the river. It has steep hills, and ends
up in a park area. (Not recommended if afraid of heights).

POINTS OF INTEREST:

e Shelter
*  Playround
e Water

e Restrooms

DIRECTIONS:

1. Start at the parking lot of the Ramsey Park/Cansayapi
Trailhead on 175 E Bridge Street.

2. Behind the building, there is a walking path that goes
downhill to the bridge over the river. The view is breathtaking
as you are quite a way up, looking down. This is a nice place
to take a few pictures and enjoy the view.

3. Continue the walking path, first up, then down a steep hill
to an open area like a park. You can often find deer grazing
in this area.

4. What goes down must go up. You will then go up a steep
hill, and on the top, to your right, is the Zeb Gray Shelter,
and straight ahead is a playground that your kids will enjoy.
There is a water fountain and bathroom facilities there.

5. You can take the path around in a circle and head back
down the hill, and the way you came up.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?
While adventuring through this route, what catches

your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Hike FRom WEsSTSIDE SoFTBALL FIELD

TOo SE THREE MAJOR FALLS
Begin at Lake Redwood on Highway 19 (Bridge
Street)

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA
TIME: 41 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: MODERATE

DISTANCE: 1.98 MILES

DESCRIPTION:

1. Two steep hills

2. You see the waterfalls over the dam under the Highway
71 bridge, the Falls on the Redwood River (walk over this
falls on a long pedestrian bridge, and Ramsey Falls).

POINTS OF INTEREST:

Falls on the Redwood Dam under Highway 19 Bridge
Falls on the Redwood River. Cross over falls on the
pedestrian bridge.

Ramsey Falls overlook

Lake Redwood Fishing Pier

DIRECTIONS:
1. Start at the Westside Softball Field.
2. Head south down the hill on Lake Drive.

3. Turn left at the end of the softball field by the parking lot
and pass the small playground area.

4. Continue on the road along the lake. Do not take the road
up the hill to the highway.

5. Walk down to the lake shore and walk out on the fishing
dock. Turn to your left and view the Highway 71 bridge
and dam. Walk back off the dock to the Westside road and
continue up the hill toward the highway.

6. You are walking north on the Westside park road past the
shelter. Once past the shelter, the park road turns left.

7. Leave the road and walk straight towards the highway
bridge on the grass. Walk on the sidewalk across the highway
bridge. At Minnesota Street, immediately after crossing the
bridge, turn left and cross the highway.

8. Walk north on North Minnesota Street one block until you
reach the side road of Bridge Street. Turn left.

9. You will notice a roadblock at the end of this block. Go to
the roadblock. Look through the chain link fence on your left,
facing south. View the double falls over the dam under the
Highway Bridge.

10. Walk back on the side of Bridge Street and continue East
on the left sidewalk. Continue until you get to the State Farm
office.

11. Turn left on the paved road that heads down to the power
plant. Halfway down the hill, you will see the Burmeister
memorial observation point. Continue on the concrete path
on the left side of the road.

12. Walk down the concrete path to the pedestrian bridge
over the Falls on the Redwood.

13. Continue walking on the concrete path up the hill to the
Zeb Grey Shelter. Take a peek at the view.

14. Continue a short distance on the concrete path to the
playground. Turn left at the T in the path.

15. Continue on this path until you get to the entrance to
Ramsey Park on Grove Street. Cross the street. Turn right.

16. Walk a few feet on Grove Street, then take the concrete
path on the left down the hill.

17. At the top of the hill, continue on the concrete path until

you get to the bench. At this junction, take a left on the
concrete path.

18. Take another left at the junction on the path to walk into
the Ramsey Heights neighborhood.

19. At Baker Drive, turn left to walk on the road until you
hit Middle Street. Turn left on Middle Street until you get
to Whittet Street. Turn right on Whittet Street and walk two
blocks to Highway 71.

20. Cross Highway 71 to the Westside Park softball field,
your starting point.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

RAamMmsey PARk/CANSAYAPI BEECHER

TrAIL WALK
Begin at the zoo on the valley floor

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER LINDA ZEUG
TIME: 45 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: HARD

DISTANCE: 1.8 MILES

DESCRIPTION: A seasonal hike on a paved trail up
and down several steep hills. This is a “fitness” hike
(cardio workout).

POINTS OF INTEREST:

e Bench
«  Wildlife

DIRECTIONS:

1. From Highway 19/71 traveling west through town, turn
north on Lincoln Street (by the Subway Restaurant) and
continue to a dead end, and turn left (west) on Oak Street.
Follow Oak Street to Ramsey Park. The swayback bridge is
ahead of the zoo (on the left).

2. After crossing the swayback bridge, walk toward the
marker, indicating Trail #3. Hike up the “high drive” toward
the back of Ramsey Falls on a moderate incline (elevation
gain to the top of the path is 160 ft). Be on the lookout for
wild jack in the pulpit plants along the paved trail, as well as
orange butterfly plants, but don’t pick either. If you need a
breather, take a seat on Leslie Pratt’'s bench and hydrate.

3. From the bench head, slightly northwest on the paved
meandering trail through the woods, and descend a steep
hill to the bottom, where the trail will split. (If you take the
left path, you will cross a bridge. Heading up the hill will take
you back on the “high drive” and return to the starting point.)

4. Follow the right side trail next to the Redwood River
through the woods to another wooden bridge. After crossing
the bridge, proceed up a steep incline (enjoy a break on
Joseph Tyson’s bench). Listen for bird calls, squirrel chatter,
and woodpecker knocks. Depending on winter snowfall and
spring rain, you can hear the sound of the falls as it flows
over the rocks to the river below (a whisper or a roar).

5. From the fall’s lookout, follow the path to the suspension
bridge. If the toll is on duty, pay a 25-cent toll fee to cross
and proceed up the incline to the parking lot, picnic area
with pavilion, red/white/blue playground equipment, and
seasonal restrooms (May 1 - October 15).

6. From the restrooms, follow the paved sidewalk trail
through the woods and cross the park road to continue on
the trail descending steeply down to the flat trail adjacent
to the river. Soon, you cross over a “brown wooden” bridge
spanning the Ramsey Creek, which flows into the Minnesota
River. Continue hiking toward your starting point near the
swayback bridge.

7. You have completed a rigorous hike, taking approximately
45 minutes for 1.8 miles.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

PARK WALK SANDERS TRAIL

Begin at the valley floor of

Ramsey Park/Cansayapi accessible from Grove
or Oak Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER LINDA ZEUG
TIME: 25-30 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: MODERATE

DISTANCE: 1.26 MILES

DESCRIPTION: The paved trail showcases a seasonal
path, including some moderate hiking with inclines and
descents.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

*  Playground
« Shelter/Rest Area

» Parking
»  Fishing Spot
+  Wildlife

* Restrooms

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park at the lower shelter. After crossing the swayback
bridge, walk toward the marker, indicating Trail #2. Hike
up the “high drive” toward the back of Ramsey Falls on a
moderate incline (elevation gain to the top of the path is 160
ft). Be on the lookout for wild jack in the pulpit plants along
the paved trail as well as orange butterfly plants, but don'’t
pick either. If you need a breather, take a seat on Leslie
Pratt’s bench and hydrate.

2. Veer to the left winding path descending to a wooden
bridge across the Ramsey Creek, and climb the stairs to
take another left path to the Ramsey Falls scenic lookout.
Approximately 15 minutes so far.

3. From this point and the parking lot, you can take the
road to a second parking area, which features a covered
picnic pavilion, seasonal restrooms (May 1 - October 15),
and playground. Or you can proceed again to the left on the
paved trail to the suspension bridge and another inclined
walk to the parking area as described above.

4. From the restrooms, follow the paved sidewalk trail through
the woods and cross the park road to continue on the trail
descending steeply down to the flat trail adjacent to the river.
Soon, you cross over a wooden bridge spanning the Ramsey
Creek, which flows into the Redwood River. Continue hiking
toward your starting point near the swayback bridge. If you
are lucky, you may see a deer or wild turkey in the woods.

5. You have completed a moderate hike, taking approximately
25-30 minutes for 1.2 miles.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

ZeB GRAY WALK DOWNHILL TO THE Z0O

AND LoweR SHELTER HousE
Beginning at Zeb Gray playground in Ramsey
Park/Cansayapi near Grove Street entrance

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER LINDA ZEUG
TIME: 20 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY-MODERATE

DISTANCE: 0.59 MILES

DESCRIPTION: The time for this downhill hike is
approximately 20 minutes.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

*  Quiet walk through the woods
»  Short cut from upper level to lower level off the road

DIRECTIONS:

1. From Zeb Gray lookout, follow the sidewalk near the
playground area and cross the road where there is a pavilion
and additional playground equipment.

2. Cross the road again to the stairway descending a flight
of steps to a trail heading to the zoo. The trail at this point is
quite steep, but it levels off eventually for the rest of the hike.

3. Keep going straight ahead (there is a “T” branch at the
bottom of the path that ascends steeply that will take you to
Ramsey Falls). You will see posted signs for a nature trail
that loops around and follows the river.

4. Continuing forward, you will see a gravel parking area on
the left and a picnic area to the right. Take a rest on former
mayor Gary Revier’s bench. The next landmark is a wooden
bridge that crosses the mouth of the Ramsey Creek, which
flows into the Redwood River. There are several spots to fish
from the riverbank or have a snack while sitting on available
benches.

5. You will see the swayback bridge ahead. Cross the bridge
and you will arrive at the zoo. There is a duck pond, a deer
yard, pens of peacocks, chickens, and pheasants. Buffaloes
roam, and elk occupy grassy areas.

Returning to your starting point may take longer as it is
mostly an uphill journey.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

FaLLs WALK 1O

LoweR SHELTER/Zo00 AREA

Begin at the parking lot to Ramsey Falls, located
to the left after passing the Zeb Gray playground
from the Grove Street entrance

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER LINDA ZEUG
TIME: 20-30 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: MODERATE

DISTANCE: 0.73 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This walk includes some of the same
areas as the descending walk from the Zeb Gray
park/lookout.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
* Another off-the-road walk on paved trails through the
woods

DIRECTIONS:

1. From the falls scenic lookout, follow the path to the
suspension bridge, cross rocking & rolling, and hike up the
incline to the parking lot, picnic area, pavilion, playground
equipment, and restrooms.

2. From the restrooms, follow the paved sidewalk trail
through the woods and cross the park road, and continue
on the path descending steeply down to a flat path adjacent
to the river. From this “T” intersection, continue slightly left
(north).

3. Soon you will cross over a wooden bridge spanning
Ramsey Creek, which flows into the Redwood River.
Continue on the path towards the swayback bridge, crossing
the bridge to the zoo on the right.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Ramsey ParRk/CAnsAyaPl WALK
Begin at the zoo at the valley floor

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
JEANNE PRESCOTT

TIME: 27 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 1.22 MILES

DESCRIPTION: This walk is 1.2 miles. Dogs are
welcome (please pick up the poo after yourselves). On
this walk, you can take your time and enjoy many things.
Bring lunch, there are little picnic tables across from the
z00. You can visit the buffalo, elk, deer, ducks, goats, etc.
This is a nice walk for families and strollers.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

Shelter-straight across the road that turns into the
Z00

Playground

Restrooms in the camping area (vault building)

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park at the zoo.

2. Starting your walk by taking a left on the Old Stone Sway
Bridge over the river.

3. Once across the bridge, take a left onto the path along the
banks of the river. There are many donated benches along
the way to take a break or just have some quiet time.

4. You'll come to a wooden bridge that you’ll want to go up
and over to get to the other side of the water and continue
your walk on the path (this is a great place to take photos).

5. Once you get to the Y in the path, follow the nature trail,
which will turn you around to head back to the zoo area.

6. Look off into the wooded area to see if you can spot the
wild turkeys, deer, or other wild animals scurrying around.

7. You'll go back over the sway bridge and then to the zoo
area.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

RAamsey PARk/CANsAYAPI WALK
Begin at the zoo at the valley floor
ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
JEANNE PRESCOTT
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

Upr+Down+ALL AROUND

Begin at the parking lot to Ramsey Falls located
to the left after passing the Zeb Gray playground
from the Grove Street Entrance

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
JEANNE PRESCOTT

TIME: 19 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY-MODERATE
DISTANCE: 0.97 MILES

DESCRIPTION: On this walk, you can take a stroller
(only if you are an avant walker and have full control so
it doesn’t get away from you). This walk gives you the
exercise you need to get your heart rate up and then
straight walks to bring your heart rate down. The walk
gives you a view of the river with some options to rest
alongside and gives you the chance to meditate and take
in the beauty.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
*  Water Fountain
*  Playground

* Restrooms (May 1 - October 15)

DIRECTIONS:

1. Start at the upper falls parking lot by the restrooms. With
the restroom doors on your left, walk 50 paces on the park
road to the Tyson (#4) trail head.

2. Walk downhill on the trail to where it intersects with the
park road.

3. Cross the road to continue the path down hill. After a
short distance the trail merges with the Dirlam Trail (#1) and
continues to the valley floor.

4. Walk along the river for as long as you like, perhaps
crossing the sway back bridge to the zoo, then turn around
and retrace your walking uphill to the point where the trails
merged. Take the Tyson trail to the right to return to the
parking lot - or - continue straight uphill on the Dirlam trail.
After climbing some steps the Dirlam trail intersects the park
road. Walk down the road (hug the shoulder and watch for
cars) to return to the parking lot where you parked your car.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

LowEeER SHELTER TO THE FALLS
Begin on the valley floor at Ramsey Park/
Cansayapi from either Grove or Oak Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA

TIME: 27 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: HARD
DISTANCE: 1.21 MILES

DESCRIPTION:

1. 13 minutes to falls from Lower Shelter
2. 14 minutes back to Lower Shelter

3. 27 minutes total time

4. Restrooms available at Lower Shelter and near
Ramsey Falls

This route is a strenuous walk with steep hills and

steps. Strollers and wheels are not recommended.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Park in the Lower Shelter parking lot.
2. Walk to the main road.

3. Turn right. Cross the swayback bridge.

4. Turn left on the path along the river. Continue to the
pedestrian bridge. Cross bridge.

5. Turn right into the parking lot. Cross the lot to the road.
6. Turn left on the road. Walk up hill until the hairpin curve.

7. Continue straight onto the cement trail (note Erma Pratt
bench at the beginning of the trail).

8. Walk uphill and keep to the right at the trail crossing.
9. Walk across the suspension pedestrian bridge.

10. Continue on the trail to the Ramsey Falls Observation
Deck.

THE WAY BACK:
11. Leave the observation deck toward the Falls Parking lot.
12. Turn right on the cement trail going uphill off the lot.

13. Take the right fork on the trail leading down to Ramsey
Creek.

14. Take another right to the steps leading to pedestrian
bridge #3. Cross the bridge and continue uphill on the trail.

15. At the top of the hill (see bench), take a right at the fork
leading downhill.

16. Enjoy a long downhill walk back to Swayback Bridge
and the main road. Cross the bridge and take a left into the
parking lot.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

»  Swayback bridge over Redwood River designed to allow
flood waters to flow over the bridge

* Unique suspension bridge

* Pedestrian bridge over the junction of Ramsey Creek
and the Redwood River

*  Overlook to see Ramsey Park

»  Cross Pedestrian Bridge #3 over Ramsey Creek

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

FLAT RouTE FROM LOWER SHELTER TO
Zoo AND ALoNG ReEbwoobp RIVER
Begin on the valley floor at

Ramsey Park/Cansayapi from either Grove or
Oak Street

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA
TIME: 30 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY

DISTANCE: 0.83 MILES

DESCRIPTION:
Starts and ends at Lower Shelter

Walk through the Zoo

Walk along peaceful river

POINTS OF INTEREST:

+ Ramsey Park Zoo

»  Swayback historic bridge

»  Pedestrian bridge over the junction of Ramsey Creek
and Redwood River

*  Unpaved nature trail

DIRECTIONS:
1. Start at Lower Shelter.

2. Start walking away from shelter through the parking lot -
towards the main road.

3. Cross the main road and enter the zoo area

4. Walk to the right on the River Walk sidewalk. Continue
along the river until you reach the large shed at the road’s
end.

5. Cross the zoo road to the sidewalk next to the elk and
buffalo pens. Walk back to the main road.

6. Turn left on the main road and cross the river over the
swayback bridge.

7. Once over the bridge, turn left onto the cement trail along
the river. Follow the trail. Cross the pedestrian bridge.

8. Continue on the cement trail for a short way until you see
a bench on the left dedicated to the past mayor, Gary Revier.

9. Enter unpaved nature trail on the left. Continue on the
trail, which loops back to the pedestrian bridge.

10. Continue back to the Lower Shelter using the cement
trail along the river using the same directions in reverse.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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AREA ROUTES
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

CHALLENGING HiLLS IN

RAmseY PARK/CANSAYAPI
Begin at the Grove Street entrance

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA
TIME: 1 HOUR 16 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: HARD

DISTANCE: 2.14 MILES

DESCRIPTION: Elevation Gain - 248 ft
This is a challenging hike in both distance and elevation

POINTS OF INTEREST:

Beautiful Zeb Grey Shelter

Pedestrian bridge over the junction of Ramsey Creek
and Redwood River

Pedestrian bridge #3 over Ramsey Creek

Ramsey Falls overlook

DIRECTIONS:
1. Start at the West Entry to Ramsey Park on Grove Street.
2. Take the concrete trail on the right toward Zeb Grey Shelter

3. At the playground, take a right on the path to the shelter.
Enter the shelter and take a peek at the view.

4. Return to the playground area and take a right back on
the concrete path.

5. Cross the road and continue on the path a short distance.

6. Cross the road again and take the stairs downhill to
continue on the concrete path.

7. Continue downhill and eventually cross the pedestrian
bridge where Ramsey Creek and the Redwood River join.
Continue on the concrete path along the river.

8. When arriving at the swayback bridge, take a left on the
road, cross the road, and enter the concrete path to the right.
Continue on this path up the hill.

9. Continue uphill. At the top, take the right fork near the
bench.

10. Continue on this path to the top of the hill, across the top,
and follow all the way down the steep path to the next fork
at the bottom.

11. Take a right at the fork at the bottom of the hill.

12. Follow the path to Bridge #1. Cross bridge. Continue on
the path up the hill.

13. At the top of the hill, take the left fork, which brings you
past the bench.

14. Follow this trail all the way down the hill. Soon you will
see another fork in the trail. Take the right fork to continue to
Ramsey Falls. Take a peek at the falls, then continue on the
road leading out of Ramsey Falls. When the Ramsey Falls
road meets the main road through the park, take a right on
the concrete path up the hill, which leads you back to the
main entrance on Grove Street, where you started.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

PeacerFuL QUIET

Begin at the Ramsey Falls observation area -
continue past the falls parking lot to a lower lot
adjacent to the falls overlook

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER JEANNE
PRESCOTT

TIME: 23 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: SHORT, STEEP HILL
DISTANCE: 0.77 MILES

DESCRIPTION: A walk amongst the beauty of Mother
Nature, babbling water, surrounded by trees and wildlife.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

*  Water Fountain

+  Playground

* Restrooms (May 1 - October 15) near the entrance

DIRECTIONS:

1. You will park down by the observation area of the waterfalls.
You will want to wear good tennis shoes and possibly bring a
water bottle if the temperature is warm.

2. Start the walk on the path to the left of the road. As you
enter the path a little way up, there is a fork in the path. You
can go to your right or your left, as you will come out at the
same entrance point in the end.

3. | started to my right and went slightly up a hill and down a
steep decline. At the base of the path, take a left. A little way
down the path, you’ll cross a wooded bridge over the water.
This route is a peaceful, quiet walk along the beauty of the
babbling water on your left.

4. Continue to follow the path as it winds around in the
wilderness. Watch for the furry little creatures along the way.
You will be going over another wooden bridge over the water.

5. As you continue to walk, you’ll have a slight bend in the
path to the right up a steep incline with a slight bend to the
left, leading you down the trail to the end of your walk.

6. When you get done, take a moment and relax at the
observation area to look at the waterfalls of Ramsey Park.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
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Begin at the Ramsey Falls observation area -
continue past the falls parking lot to a lower
lot adjacent to the falls overlook
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REDWOOD
AREA ROUTES

GREAT WoORKOUT ON 100% TRAIL =

No Roab
Begin at 132 Baker Drive (watch for red hydrant in
middle of sidewalk)

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA
TIME: 30 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: HARD

DISTANCE: 1.21 MILES

DESCRIPTION:

This route is strenuous, remote, and you’ll see few
people along the way.

POINTS OF INTEREST:
»  Cross pedestrian bridge #3 over Ramsey Creek
»  Cross pedestrian bridge #1 over Ramsey Creek

DIRECTIONS:

1. Start at the trailhead off Baker Drive.

2. Take the first right on the cement trail.

3. Continue downhill

4. Take the first left to go downhill to Ramsey Creek.

5. Take a right at the bottom of the hill to go downstairs to the
pedestrian Bridge #3.

6. Continue on the trail uphill until you get to the fork. Turn
right (note bench here).

7. Continue uphill and over a long flat hike on top of the hill.
It will come to a steep downhill part of the trail.

8. At the bottom of the steep hill, take a right. Continue on
the path to cross Bridge #1.

9. Continue on the trail up the steep hill. At the top, take a
right. Go straight past the next fork, which takes you back to
Baker Drive.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?
While adventuring through this route, what catches

your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
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AREA ROUTES

ScenNnic WALK

RAmseY PARK/CANSAYAPI
Begin at Grove Street entrance

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER GAIL RIPKA
TIME: 48 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: HARD

DISTANCE: 1.34 MILES

DESCRIPTION: Elevation Gain - 148 ft

POINTS OF INTEREST:

* Ramsey Falls overlook

*  Pedestrian Bridge #2 over Ramsey Creek
»  Pedestrian Bridge #1 over Ramsey Creek

DIRECTIONS:
1. Start at the Grove Street entrance.
2. Head downhill on the concrete path on the left.

3. At the bottom of the hill, turn left and walk on the road
toward Ramsey Falls.

4. At the falls, take a peek at the observation deck. Take the
sidewalk back toward the falls parking lot.

5. Take the concrete trail on the right going up the hill.

6. Continue on this trail until you get to a fork in the trail. Take
the right fork down a very steep hill.

7. At the bottom of the trail, take the left fork.

8. Follow this trail until you get to pedestrian bridge #2. Cross
the bridge and continue on the trail.

9. At the fork, take the left trail to continue along Ramsey
Creek.

10. Continue until you get to bridge #1. Cross the creek and
continue on this path up the hill.

11. At the top of the hill, take the right fork, then the left fork,
and walk into the Ramsey Heights neighborhood.

12. Once you get to Baker Drive, take a left on the street.
Continue until you get to Middle Street. Turn left.

13. Continue on Middle Street until you reach Grove Street.
Turn left. Walk one block on Grove Street to reach the
entrance to Ramsey Park, your starting point.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éé\
Shamber

& Tourism
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Scenic WALK
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Begin at Grove Street entrance

ROUTE CREATED BY: TRAILBLAZER
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AREA ROUTES

LoweR Sioux AGENcY TRAILS
Begin at at 32469 Redwood County Highway 2

ABOUT: In 2007, the Lower Sioux Indian Community
began managing the site through a cooperative
agreement between the tribe and the Minnesota
Historical Society. The Lower Sioux Agency was
established in 1853 by the United States government
to serve as administrative center for government efforts
to remove the Bdewakantunwan and Wahpekute bands
of Dakota to reservation land and to colonize them

to become self-sufficient farmers. This reservation

was just four percent of the land The Dakota People
previously inhabited.

As the U.S. drifted toward civil war, promises to the
Dakota tribes were all but forgotten amidst the graft
and corruption in the Indian service. Frustrated and
provoked by a series of broken promises and by
reservation policies that forced cultural change, Dakota
warriors decided to go to war with the United States on
a hot August Sunday in 1862. The fighting lasted six
weeks and took the lives of nearly five hundred white
people, mostly civilians, and an unknown but significant
number of Dakota people.

Source: Lower Sioux Agency (LSA) Historic Site https://
lowersioux.com/departments/historic-site/

LoweR Sioux TRAIL WEST TRAIL

ROUTE CREATED BY: LOWER SIOUX AGENCY
TIME: 30 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY: EASY; WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE
DISTANCE: 1 MILE

DESCRIPTION: Walk in the footsteps of the Dakota fur
traders who used this trail to trade their furs for goods with
the agency before the war. The traders and their stores at
the Lower Sioux Agency were the first to be attacked when
war broke out.

LoweR Sioux TrRAIL EAsT TRAIL

ROUTE CREATED BY: LOWER SIOUX AGENCY
TIME: 15 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: EASY; WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE
DISTANCE: 1/2 MILE

DESCRIPTION: As you leave the parking area or history
center and start out on the Agency Trail, imagine this site
as a working town in the decade before the Civil War. The
first segment of the trail lies on top of the original road
connecting New Ulm and the Upper Sioux Agency. Follow it
to the original 1861 stone warehouse, the only agency-era
structure left standing at the site today.

Then explore the center of the agency grounds where
farmers, doctors, carpenters, blacksmiths, children,
teachers, missionaries, business people, and travelers —
European settlers and Dakota alike — went about the daily
routines of mid-19th century rural life.

LoweR Sioux TrRAIL RiIVER TRAIL

ROUTE CREATED BY: LOWER SIOUX AGENCY
TIME: 30 MINUTES

DIFFICULTY: VERY STEEP GRADE; NOT WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

DISTANCE: 1 MILE

DESCRIPTION: Hike the River Trail and pass near the
spot where the agency blacksmith shop once stood. It was
from here that agency workers fled the morning of August
18, 1862, in an effort to reach Fort Ridgely, and it was here
that the Dakota surprised Captain Marsh and his soldiers
from Fort Ridgely later that day.

WHAT DID YOU NOTICE?

While adventuring through this route, what catches
your attention? What do you see, hear, smell, and feel?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Community members (Trailblazers) in the Redwood
Area identified the need and potential for community-
sourced walking routes, each focused on a theme
such as history, art, playgrounds, or fitness. Over the
past year, Trailblazers have been working with the
University of Minnesota Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Project to create and map Redwood
Area Routes including points of interest, amenities,
sightseeing and exploration of the Redwood Area.

ScaN QR CobE 10 see FuLL MENu
ofF RouTtEs!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A
TrAILBLAZER ROUTE?

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Rebpwoob AREA CHAMBER & TOURISM
200 S. Mill St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-2828
chamber@redwoodfalls.org

Redwood éﬁ%\\
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LowEeRr Sioux AGENcY TRAILS

Begin at at 32469 Redwood County Highway 2

ROUTES CREATED BY: LOWER SIOUX
AGENCY TRAILBLAZERS
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